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Cochin  viewed with   dismay the  differences   that  then    CHAP.
existed amongst the Portuguese, and contemplated send- ^^^^^
ing an ambassador to  Portugal to inform  Dom Manoel     A.I>.
of the manner  in which Affonso  de  Albuquerque  was     1509.
being   kept   out   of   his   appointment   as   Governor  of
India.

At this time Diogo Lopes de Sequeira arrived from
Portugal as chief captain of four ships which Dom Manoel
had seat out for the discovery of Malacca. In order the
more fully to justify the retention of his office, the Viceroy
arranged with some of his confidential officers, the chief
amongst whom were Jorge Barreto and Joao da Nova,
that they should present him with a requisition urging
him not to resign his office, for he was afraid that the
King of Cochin, who espoused the cause of AiFonso de
Albuquerque, would write to the King of Portugal on the
subject. As soon as this requisition had been fully
signed, a council was summoned, and in the presence of
this assembly Jorge Barreto presented it to the Viceroy,
and requested him, in the name of all who were there,
not to deliver India to Affonso de Albuquerque until
Dom Manoel should have been informed of the wicked-
ness and tyrannies he had committed in the kingdom of
Ormuz, which were all set out in articles which were
also laid before the Viceroy. This document was next
shown to the King of Cochin, and, in order to obtain
his support, he was informed that Albuquerque was in
secret communication with the Zamorin, and intended to
establish a factory in Calicut as soon as he should have
obtained the government. The King of Cochin, however,
refused to have anything to do with the matter, and gave
it as his opinion that it was wrong of the Viceroy not to
give up the government in accordance with the commands
of the King of Portugal.

Several who ?had taken part in these proceedings be-
came speedily aware of the error they had committed,
and sent to ask the forgiveness of Albuquerque, excusing